
Act Justly
Prayer for Social Justice

Call to Prayer  
Leader:  This is what I ask of you:  To love tenderly, to act justly and to walk humbly with your God.  (Micah 6:8)

All:  O God, we recognize your presence among us.  Help us to believe in your Spirit, renewing the face of Earth and living within us, calling us to love and to union with all Creation.  Amen.
Reader 1:  Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day as he usually did.  He stood up to read and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it is written:  “The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me and has sent me to bring 
the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favor.”  (Luke 4:16-19)

Reader 2:  When Jesus spoke these words in the temple of Nazareth, he identified himself within the tradition of the great Hebrew prophets whose two-fold task was to denounce injustice and to announce a new way  of being in the world.  
Reader 3:  Social justice teaching is rooted in the life of Jesus and in the prophetic tradition of denouncing and announcing.  These teachings point the way to a society that envisions a new order and ways to build a more just society.

Reflection on Catholic Social Teachings
Leader:  Today, we realize that the call to a just world order extends to more than our local community or nation.  We are members of a global society and we live on a planet that is in danger.  We are connected to one another and to all creation.  We are called to see the world in its pain and division and to work with Jesus to bring about unity and reconciliation.  As each principle is read, pause and reflect on how you see the need today and what actions God may be asking of you in your time and space. 

1. The Life and Dignity of the Human Person.  

The Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society.  In our society, human life is under direct attack and the value of human life is being threatened by prejudice and discrimination, poverty and violence.  We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things and that the measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person.
2. The Call to Family, Community and Participation

The person is not only sacred but also social.  How we organize our society – in economics and politics, in law and policy – directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community.  The family is the central social institution that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined.  We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable.
3. Rights and Responsibilities

Human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met.  Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human decency.  Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities – to one another, to our families and to the larger society.
4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring.  In a society marred by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgement (Mt. 25:31) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first.
5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

The economy must serve people, not the other way around.  Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation.  If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of workers must be respected – the right to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to organize and join unions, to private property, and to economic initiative.

6. Solidarity

We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they live.  We are one  human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, ideological and gender differences.  Learning to practice the virtue of solidarity means learning “loving our neighbor” has global dimensions in an interdependent world.
7. Care for God’s Creation
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation.  Care for the Earth is a requirement of our faith.  We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation.  This environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored.
Share which principle speaks to your heart and any thoughts 
concerning how God has moved you to see the need today 
and what action might be taken. 

Hymn:  God Has Chosen Me
God has chosen me, God has chosen me to bring good news to the poor.

God has chosen me, God has chosen me to bring new sight to those searching for light;  

God has chosen me, chosen me:

Refrain:
And to tell the world that God’s kindom is near,




To remove oppression and break down fear,




Yes, God’s time is near, God’s time is near.




God’s time is near, God’s time is near.

God has chosen me, God has chosen me to set alight a new fire.

God has chosen me, God has chosen me to bring to birth a new kindom on earth; 

God has chosen me, chosen me:

God is calling me, God is calling me in all whose cry is unheard.

God is calling me, God is calling me to raise up the voice with no power or choice; 

God is calling me, calling me.
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The prayers have been adapted from Network’s Clamor for Justice 
and Sharing Catholic Social Teaching by the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops
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