
Diversity and Charism
Opening Prayer
Leader:
Our world is one

and our human experience is one

God’s energy flows through us

and through our experiences

and connects us into one.

All:
Creator God,

quiet us in your presence,

that we may truly become aware:

of that life-giving energy you have placed within us:

the energy which connects us with You

and with all who have been

and with all who are

and with all who will ever be.
Reading 1:  Galatians 3:28  

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Reading 2 from Kathy McCluskey, CSJ
Here’s the secret of this moment in time: the circle of our embrace must become larger.  Our desire to see as God sees has us looking at the whole of creation as our neighborhood.  Our reflection on loving the neighbor without distinction has us identifying new dear neighbors: 
· people on the margins, 
· those whose languages and cultures are foreign to us, 
· those who are poor and without power, 
· the four legged, Earth herself.  
Our sense of mission is stretching to meet the scope of our consciousness.  This is the stuff of our mission today as Sisters of St. Joseph and associates and friends.  
It demands largeness from us.  It is as it has always been, the work of unifying love, but it bears a new face. 


Sharing the State of the Heart:   share with the person beside you around one of these questions.
· How have I experienced diversity as possibility and creativity?

· In what ways am I being called to this union of neighbor-with-neighbor-with-God?

· Who are the dear neighbors that I am meeting these days?  How do they help me grow in unifying love?

· How is the circle of my embrace becoming larger?

Closing Prayer:
It's a blessing we've been given if only we will see— 
The diversity of Creation and of all humanity. 
May we truly be united by the spark of divinity we share, 
and may our differences enrich our lives in peace. 
Oh, hear our prayer! 

Blessed are you, Oh God, Ruler of the Universe, 
Who has given us diversity among Creation.  
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